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Watershed Management  Group vo lun teers  p lan t ing  in  water  harves t ing  bas ins  a long  Cher ry  Avenue.

RHNA Planting Day
Saturday April 18  9:30 am - 2pm 
Meet at 1803 9th Street, NE Corner of 9th and Martin

Schedule: 9:30 - 10 am Get (Re)Acquainted with 
Morning Refreshments: Coffee, Tea, Juice, Plant-
ing Demonstration begins promptly at 10am Water 
and Snacks will be provided, Lunch at 2pm Bring: 
gloves, hat/sunscreen, and tools if you have 
them: shovels, hand shovels, rakes.

Watershed Management Group will give a short talk 
about how the new basins effect water quality in 
High School Wash. 

Please register to help with planting: Contact
Carrie: carrie@sturmdesign.com or 991-6595

Local businesses will donate refreshments and 
lunch, and neighbors can help out with potluck 
dishes.

If you would like to donate refreshments or lunch: 
Contact Joan 622-1794 or leighjoan@msn.com.

March 14th
Watershed Management Group 
Workshop & Planting
12pm - 5pm, Location In Neighborhood 
To Be Announced

March 17th
RHNA Neighborhood Meeting
7pm Ha:san School
10th & Highland

March 28th
Mortar Board Event

April 18th
Neighborhood 9th Street Planting
9:30am Santa Rita & 9th St.

April 21st
RHNA Neighborhood Meeting
7pm Ha:san School
10th & Highland

April 25th
RHNA Pocket Park Project
8th St. & Martin

May 19th
RHNA Neighborhood Meeting
7pm Ha:san School
10th & Highland

Visit us online at www.RinconHeights.org

     by Carrie Sturm, RHNA Planting Coordinator

By the time this newsletter is out the new 
bump outs on 9th and 10th Streets should be 
completely constructed and ready for plant-
ing. Designed to slow traffic, and provide 
more landscaping, the planting of the bump 
outs gives us all a chance to get to know our 
neighbors and have fun together while mak-
ing a difference in our neighborhood. 
	 How are we making a difference? The 
new bump outs have been designed to har-
vest rainwater for the plants, which reduces 
the need for City water, and improves the 
quality of water going into High School Wash. 
The additional landscaping will create more 
shade for pedestrians, reduce ambient tem-
peratures in the area, provide habitat and 
food for wildlife such as: birds, bees and but-
terflies, and beautify the neighborhood. 
	 Planting of the bump outs will be done 
by neighborhood and community volunteers 
starting in February. Excavation will be started 
by the landscaping contractor, volunteers will 

Neighbors Work Together To 
Landscape New Bump Outs

do some minor digging to shape the basins, 
plant trees, shrubs, accents plants and wild-
flower seed and finish with spreading gravel. 
At the end we’ll celebrate with a nice donated 
lunch. There are many ways to participate, all 
Rincon Heights residents are encouraged to 
join in on the fun!

	 This project is made possible from the 
Pima County Neighborhood Reinvestment 
Program which funded the construction along 
9th and 10th Streets, and a Back to Basics 
grant from Ward 6 which provides excavation, 
plants, gravel, a water contract for establish-
ment period, and neighborhood signage/art. 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Hot Topics

www.RinconHeigh ts .o rg

M
A

R
K

 Y
O

U
R

 C
A

L
E

N
D

A
R

!
R

H
N

A
 m

ee
tin

gs
 b

eg
in

 a
t 

7p
m

 o
n 

th
e 

th
ird

 T
ue

sd
ay

 o
f 

ea
ch

 m
on

th
 

at
 H

a:
sa

ñ 
S

ch
oo

l l
oc

at
ed

 a
t H

ig
hl

an
d 

&
 1

0t
h 

S
tr

ee
t. 

O
pe

n 
to

 a
ll 

re
si

-
de

nt
s 

of
 R

in
co

n 
H

ei
gh

ts
. U

pc
om

in
g 

da
te

s:

DISCLAIMER: The City of Tucson, its officers and 
employees, its Department of Neighborhood Re-
sources and all other offices neither agrees nor 
disagrees with the views expressed or implied in 
this communication or any referenced websites 
and are not therefore responsible. The distribu-
tion requester is solely responsible.

Department of Neighborhood Resources
P.O. Box 27210
Tucson, AZ 85726-7210

“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the 
world. Indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.”

-- Margaret Mead



S P R I N G  2 0 0 9
V i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t

w w w . R i n c o n H e i g h t s . o r g

Water Quality — Who Cares, and What Can I Do About It? What Would You Do If Something Happened To You? What 
Should You Do If You See Something Happening To Someone Else?

The Environmental Dilema: Pollute or Plastic?

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

	 When most of us think about water in 
the desert, we tend to think about quantity: 
not enough (drought and shortage) or too 
much (floods).  Few of us ever think about 
our neighborhood’s water quality—that is, 
how clean is the water that flows through our 
streets? 
	 Let me urge you to think more about 
this subject, starting with the quality of wa-
ter in your neighborhood.  Consider this fact: 
everything we put on the ground ends up in 
our water.  Whether it’s a spill from a do-it-
yourself oil change, pet waste that you don’t 
pick up, or that old can of paint that we just 
didn’t know what to do with—when the rain 
comes, it ends up getting washed across the 
landscape and collecting in our washes and 
rivers. 
	 Who cares?  As it turns out, there are 
several compelling reasons that one might 
care about the quality of water that runs off 
our yards, streets, roofs, parking lots and into 
our washes:
	 There is no stormwater treatment in 
Tucson.  Whatever ends up in our stormwa-
ter stays there.
	 This is where we live.  Stormwater 
spreads pollutants all over the landscape.  
Maybe you don’t go grabbing things off the 
ground and stuffing them in your mouth, but 
kids and pets do it all the time.  Or, we track 
pollutants from the ground into our house, 
where they make it into the air, onto our skin, 
even (gasp!) into our digestive tracts.  The 
more toxins we put in our environment, the 
more of them end up in our bodies.
	 This is where wildlife live, too.  Many 
of us were drawn to the Sonoran Desert for 
its unique natural environment, including its 
plants and animals.  Animals from coyotes 
to Gambel’s Quail inhabit our urban washes 
and are exposed to the pollutants we flush 
into them.  Local amphibians like tiger sala-
manders and spadefoot toads are particu-
larly harmed by water pollution.

	 by Penny Netz 

	 The March 17 meeting of the Rincon 
Heights Neighborhood Association will fea-
ture special guests Tucson Police Officer 
Elsa Martinez and Al Rossomando (Dogs 
101) for a short briefing to help us increase 
personal and neighborhood safety:

	 • Loose Dogs / Animal Attacks
	 • Personal Attacks
	 • Crime Activity
	 • Reporting and Responsibility
	 • Action and Reaction

The mini-presentation is in advance of a Self 
Defense Seminar scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 31, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Ha:San 

	 by Carrie Sturm

	 How about neither! For good reason, it 
is illegal to leave your dog’s digestive waste 
on public or private property in Pima County.  
It’s not only a nuisance to step in, it pollutes 
stormwater and can spread disease to peo-
ple and wildlife.
	 While most people use plastic bags to 
pick up the poop, plastic is another environ-
mental mess. So, here are some ways to 
pick up the doody and keep your conscience 
clean: 
	 • USED Plastic Bags and Food Packag-
ing already on their way to the landfill, don’t 
seal them so the contents can decompose
	 • USED Newspaper, Tucson Weekly, 
Junk Mail Ads- paper works great, fold it to fit 
in your pocket, make sure you have enough 
to grab the deposit and wrap the paper 
around several times
	 • Purchase Biodegradable Dog Waste 
Bags from pet stores or online

 “...it is illegal to leave your dog’s diges-
tive waste on public or private property 
in Pima County.”

	 by James MacAdam, Watershed Outreach 
Coordinator, Watershed Management Group

	 Thirsty? The majority of rainfall that lands 
on our desert city ends up evaporating back 
into the air, but a percentage of our stormwater 
runoff (and everything it has picked up off the 
ground) seeps back into the ground and into the 
aquifers that we use for our primary water sup-
ply.  This issue is becoming even more impor-
tant as Tucson and other desert cities seek to 
use our urban stormwater more efficiently as a 
supplemental water supply.
	  Trash is just so…trashy.  The same trash 
that ends up in our water makes the neighbor-
hood look ugly and neglected.  Poorly kept 
neighborhoods tend to experience more crime 
than their cleaner counterparts.
	 What can I do about it?  Let’s assume 
you’re convinced water quality matters.  Here 
are the best things you can do right now to 
make a difference:
	 Be part of the solution.  Make the effort to 
dispose of trash and potential pollutants prop-
erly.  From automobile oil to computers (yes, 
we’ve found these in High School Wash), there 
are convenient ways to dispose of all kinds of 
products safely and easily.  Tucson Clean and 
Beautiful has an excellent web page with quick 
links to all kinds of reuse, recycling, and safe 
disposal outlets (many of which are as close as 
your neighborhood stores): www.tucsonaz.gov/
tcb/rd
	 Get involved in neighborhood efforts.  
Maybe you’ve seen them—landscaped basins 
between the sidewalk and curb, cuts in the 
curb that divert stormwater from the street into 
these basins, and those big “bump outs” along 
9th and 10th streets.  These features serve 
several functions including beautification, traf-
fic calming, flood reduction, and—you guessed 
it—water quality improvement.  The basins and 
bump outs help clean water by trapping sedi-
ment, breaking down organic pollutants (includ-
ing petroleum products), and infiltrating storm-
water into the soil.  This spring, Rincon Heights 
and local nonprofit Watershed Management        
Group are holding several volunteer events to 
install and plant these features with native veg-
etation.  See the events listing in this newsletter 
to see how you can get involved in these free, 

School Auditorium, northwest corner of High-
land Ave. and 10th St. There will be a presenta-
tion from a panel of experts: dog trainer, law en-
forcement officer, veterinarian, Humane Society 
staff, and self-defense instructor. An open forum 
and discussion will follow.

For those wishing to attend, please RSVP to Penny Netz @ permchoice_pnetz@yahoo.com

public events.
	 Take our web survey. This survey on 
people’s attitudes and awareness of water 
quality issues helps WMG design its program 
in Rincon Heights.  Plus, an incentive will be 
given to fill another survey out after WMG’s 
current project ends!  Find the survey at: 
http://watershedmg.org/content/view/211/
	 For more information, contact James 
MacAdam at Watershed Management 
Group, james@watershedmg.org, 520-780-
9416, or check out watershedmg.org.  The 
water quality project in Rincon Heights is 
made possible by a grant from the Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality.
	

Neighborhood Water Harvesting Work-
shop with Watershed Management Group 
Saturday, March 14, noon to 5 p.m.  This 
free, public workshop will provide education-
al information and hands-on experience in-
stalling rainwater harvesting practices to im-
prove local water quality  At a site in Rincon 
Heights, we’ll create rock-lined basins, plant 
native trees and shrubs, lay gravel and pre-
pare for curb cuts that will harvest stormwa-
ter from the street.  Over time, these basins 
will provide self-sustaining islands of native 
vegetation that provide wildlife habitat and 
beautify the neighborhood! Refreshments 
will be provided.  There is room for 25 volun-
teers at this event.  Please RSVP to James 
MacAdam to reserve your spot: james@wa-
tershedmg.org; 520-780-9416.

Earth Day Pocket Park Extravaganza!
Mark your calendars!  On Saturday, April 25, 
Watershed Management Group will lead a 
volunteer day to convert a neglected city lot 
at the corner of 8th St. & Martin Ave. into 
a neighborhood “pocket park.”  The day 
will include water harvesting work, building 
mud-plastered straw bale benches, learning 
about High School Wash and the neighbor-
hood’s efforts to create a model of managing 
its water resources that other neighborhoods 
can follow.  As the date approaches, details 
will be sent out via the RHNA listserv or you 
may contact James MacAdam, james@wa-
tershedmg.org, 520-780-9416, watershed-
mg.org (web site).

Free Awareness Tra in ing 
March 17 and 30th 

“Be There, Be Informed, and 
Be Ready to Help Yourself 
and Your Neighbor!”
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RHNA Officers CCRC Reps

Planting
Coordinators

UofA Students Help Beautify The Neighborhood

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Gretchen Luek
President

520-661-5288

Joan Leigh
Vice President
520-622-1794

Michael Carson
Treasurer

520-792-1770

Barbara Homan
Recording Secretary

520-623-7320

Don Davis
520-792-2034

Stacey Plassmann
520-661-5288

Chris Wilke
520-628-7743

Carrie Sturm
520-991-6595

	 by Sarah Evans

	 The Mortar Board Senior Honorary 
will hold its second annual Clean-Up Crew 
project on March 28, 2009. A collaboration 
between Mortar Board, The University of Ari-
zona and area neighborhoods, this commu-
nity service project has a goal of improving 
the area where we live through sweat equity 
and most importantly, by fostering a commu-
nity connection between students and area 
residents.
	 The Clean-up project will take place on 
Saturday, March 28 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
neighborhoods near campus. This year’s par-
ticipating neighborhoods include: Pie Allen, 
Rincon Heights, North University, Feldman’s, 
Jefferson Park, El Cortez and NW Neigh-
borhood. Each neighborhood has already 
provided a representative to work with Mor-
tar Board students and UA staff to plan the 
project and tailor individual service compo-
nents to specific needs. The Rincon Heights 

Clean-Up Crew liaisons are Susan Granger and 
Mark Homan. Susan can be reached at grang-
erambersol@yahoo.com or 321-0130 and Mark 
can be reached at mbhoman@msn.com and 
623-7320 for comments and suggestions about 
Clean-Up Crew neighborhood projects.
	 Each participating neighborhood will ben-
efit from litter collection and trash pick-up the 
morning of the event and from the distribution of 
informational door hangers provided by the UA 
Office of Community Relations on how to “Be a 
Good Neighbor.” In addition to this broad-based 
general effort, each individual neighborhood can 
select several neighborhood-specific projects 
for the students to complete. For instance, this 
could include weeding and pruning the yards of 
some homeowners who are disabled and can-
not do their own yard work. It might also include 
neighborhood gardening, pruning, or planting 
projects.
	 The only restriction on the projects is that 
the students must be able to complete these ef-
forts in the 3-4 hours allocated for this event and 

that they are not projects requiring skilled la-
bor (such as carpentry) or special materials 
(paint, plaster, etc.). It is important to note 
that the students cannot guarantee the com-
pletion of ALL projects suggested. For this 
reason, prioritization of the projects within 
the neighborhood is extremely important.
	 Upon completion of the Clean-Up Crew 
project, there will be a Community After-
Party with food, fun and entertainment at the 
Northwest Neighborhood Center, 2160 N. 6th 
Avenue. It will be held from noon to 3 p.m. 
and will be an opportunity for neighborhood 
people, UA students, community volunteers 
and representatives from Wards 3 and 6 to 
gather and celebrate the successful comple-
tion of this project. More details will follow.
	 For more information about this project, 
contact Susan Granger or Mark Homan or 
the leadership of the Rincon Heights Neigh-
borhood Association. Thank you and we look 
forward to working together to improve the 
neighborhoods.


